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NEW JERSEY Brick Town-
ship may soon pass legisla-
tion effectively banning
pedophiles from living in its
community.

The Township Council is
scheduled to vote tomorrow
on an ordinance that would
prohibit convicted sex
offenders who committed
crimes against children
from living within 2,500 feet
of a school, park, play-
ground, day care center or
school bus stop.

Since the Brick Township
measure includes the city’s
more than 2,000 school bus
stops, it would effectively
bar sex offenders from living
anywhere in the city.

Some say the ban may be
unconstitutional.

“These local ordinances
will be challenged,” William
Buckman, a Moorestown
attorney and board member
of the National Association
of Criminal Defense
Lawyers, told the Asbury
Park Press.

A growing number of
local governments across
the country, including the
Trenton suburb of Hamilton
Township, have been passing
laws creating “pedophile-
free zones,” which mostly
set boundaries of 1,000 to
2,000 feet around locations
frequented by children. AP

BRIAN COBB, a -year-old student at Olney High School, works with Stan Pokras, whose
Nonprofit Technology Resources helps teach about computers.
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Program helps put
computers in homes
PHILADELPHIA Stan Pokras
has dedicated his life to pro-
viding low-income children,
teens and adults with refur-
bished computers. As execu-
tive director of Nonprofit
Technology Resources, he has
given thousands of Philadel-
phia residents a chance to
own their own computer.

NTR, located on Brandy-
wine St. in the Spring Gar-
den section of the city, is
overwhelming at first sight.
An old warehouse is filled to
the max with thousands of
computers and monitors. 

“We have as many as 2,000
computers in one room,”
says Pokras. 

NTR collects used com-
puters from schools, law
firms and individuals. The
computers are refurbished
in the organization’s ware-
house and are either donat-
ed to low-income individu-
als or sold for at low cost. 

Computer monitors range
from $10-40 and keyboards
range from $2-15. The store
also sells laptops from $75
to $400.

“We have a computer
thrift store here in the ware-
house. People who can’t
afford a new computer can
come to the store and pur-
chase one of our used com-
puters,” says Pokras. 

Don’t know how to use a
computer? The organization

holds a $5 monthly work-
shop led by volunteers who
offer technical support for
computer owners.

“People will bring in a bag
of parts and we will teach
them how to put it back
together,” says Pokras.

The Philadelphia School
District sends students
through the program “Youth
Works Project” to NTR. 

“Students get to see how
computers work, inside and
out,” Pokras says.

Students start with learn-
ing how to write an e-mail
and then get a chance to cre-
ate their own Web page. Vol-
unteers donate their time to
teach students. At the end,
students build their own
computer and get to take it
home. ANNIE JARROW

Computer drop off

• Used computers can be
dropped off Monday
through Thursday from 
a.m. until p.m. Stan
Pokras encourages
individuals to donate
computers or make a cash
donation. “Cash donations
are what will keep this
organization alive. It will
allow us to donate more
and more computers to
people who need them,”
says Pokras. METRO

Mosquito
fight now 
in full swing
DELAWARE Summer rains
after a relatively wet spring
have kept mosquito control
officials busy, but they are
holding their own in a state
where population density
and plentiful wetlands com-
bine to make mosquito con-
trol a constant challenge.

Complaints from resi-
dents have been slightly
above normal this summer,
but state Mosquito Control
Section officials say their

Lifeguard benefits challenged
NEW JERSEY Officials in
Longport are challenging a

entitled
to them

efits received last winter by
three veteran lifeguards.Your turn
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ness was charged yesterday
with murder and other
offenses for fatally stabbing
his parents and a neighbor
while he was out on bail,
authorities said.

Michael Rafferty, 29, of
Drexel Hill, was covered in
blood when he was arrested,

allegedly killed his parents,
Thomas Rafferty, 67, and Rita
Rafferty, 55, as well as neigh-
bor Douglas Scofield, 42, on
Saturday night.

Rafferty also seriously
wounded Scofield’s wife,
Suzette Scofield, who was
listed in critical condition

yesterday at the Hospital of
the University of Pennsylva-
nia, police said.

ing two people with a knife
on July 4, just blocks from
the scene of Saturday night’s
stabbings, police said. He
was ordered held without
bail at yesterday’s arraign-
ment on the new charges.

“I had to stab them,” police
quoted Rafferty as saying,

were not sure what specifi
cally led to the attacks.

Rhodes said the victims
had defensive wounds indi-
cating a struggle with the 6-
foot, 220-pound man.
“These people were literally
fighting for their lives,”
Rhodes said. AP

Sen. Corzine fundraiser
under question by feds

 Rafferty had been out on
bail for allegedly
threatening two people
with a knife on July ,
police said. AP
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