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By Marilyn Kai Jewett
NTR’S ELECTRONIC KIT
BUILDING PROGRAM

You enter a room full of youth actively engaged
in building some type of electronic gadget and
enjoying it. Is this a dream? No. You will have stum-
bled upon Nonprofit Technology Resources’ new
Electronic Kit Building Program for youth. The pilot
program is the brainchild of NTR’s founder/presi-
dent, Stan Pokras, one of the pioneers of the com-
munity technology movement in Philadelphia.

Pokras and NTR have been working for over 25
years to bring technology to people who can't afford
it. Specifically, NTR provides computer training,
equipment and technical support to non-profit organ-
izations, churches, schools and low-income individ-
uvals. The Electronic Kit-building Program is a new
program geared towards getting youth interested in
electronics.

Just how did this program come about? Pokras
got the idea from videos produced by students in one
of the Philadelphia School District’s robotics pro-
gram "Some of them had been building robots
which had to be soldered and involved circuit build-
ing," said Pokras. "The kids seemed to be getting a
kick out of it. So, I said, if these kids can do it, so can
others. I'm not so much into robots as I am into elec-
tronics, so I started researching on the Internet what
kind of kits you can buy and I found kits that were
reasonable. I thought, I can build a program around
that but, I forgot about it."

However, one of NTR’s funders said they would
give them money for a new project. So, Pokras sug-
gested an electronic Kkit-building project and they
funded it. Pokras talked to Virginia Booker, one of
his board members, who happens to run the W.E.
Martin Production Company, a drama program asso-
ciated with Macedonia Baptist Church, about the
youth in her program participating. Booker loved
the idea and so did the parents of her participants.
The program runs for 10-weeks and includes parent
participation. Students must commit for the entire 10
weeks. The program is focused on attracting middle
and high school students into the field of electronics.

The students also work along with volunteers
from “the Nafional School and Community Corps
Digital Service Fellows (NSCC). In addition to giv-
ing the students hands-on experience, the program
often furthers their interest in electronics. Both the
students and the volunteers really enjoy what they’re
doing. During my visit, the class was building wire-
less microphones.

"I like it a lot because I get hands-on experience
with building something and I actually get to use it,"
said Jerome Hill, a 16-year-old who also attended a
computer building class at NTR and wants to study
graphic design. "I never actually got to use anything
that I've built before. It’s a real rewarding experience
to be able to use something you created.”

Some of the volunteers get as much out of the
program as its participants. NSCC volunteer
Benjamin Broadus is one of them. "I was shocked
when I saw kids half my age interested in stuff like
this," he said. "The youngest person was 7-years-old
and that brought a tear to my eye. To see Kids that
age actually learning this stuff makes me happy.
Now days with technology running the world, if you
don’t know how to use it or fix it, you can’t make it.
Seeing kids make these things and actually use them
later makes me proud.”

Broadus, who has been interested in electronics
since his mother told him not to stick his finger in
electrical outlets, teaches everything he learns to his
mother. Passing it on is exactly what this program is
about.

"The more we learn the more we can teach,"
explained Broadus, a young man wise beyond his
years. "I’s like a chain reaction. When you learn
something, you teach someone else because if you
keep it to yourself, the knowledge will never pass on."

Pokras is looking for other community-based
youth groups and after-school programs to partici-
pate in the program. For information on how you can
participate call NTR at 215/564-6686.
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Jasmine, Linda and Calvin Edwards showing off
their completed crystal radio kit.

Chester Hampton, a Junior at Central High School,
learning to solder a electronic circuit board.





