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New NTR program has technology training available

You enter a room full of youth actively
engaged in building some type of eleec-
tronic gadget and enjoying it. Is this a
dream? .

No. You will have stumbled upon
Nonprofit Technology Resources’ new
Electronic Kit Building Program for
youth. The pilot program is the brain-
child of NTR’s founder/president, Stan
Pokras, one of the pioneers of the com-
munity technology movement in
Philadelphia.

Located in the Spring Garden section
of Philadelphia, Pokras and NTR have

been working for over 25 years to bring
technology to people who can’t afford it.
Specifically, NTR provides computer train-
ing, equipment and technical support to
non-profit  organizations, churches,
schools and low-income individuals.

Through its various programs and ser-
vices, NTR has been helping families and
community organizations bridge the digi-
tal divide long before the term became a
popular media slogan. The Electronic Kit-
building Program is a new program
geared towards getting youth interested in
electronics.

The program runs for 10-weeks and
includes parent participation. Students
must commit for the entire 10 weeks. The
program is focused on introducing mid-
dle and high school students to the activi-
ty of building something new from parts
accompanied by written instructions.

"Some of the parents seem to enjoy the
program more than the kids," said Pokras.
"The first project of the class was a crystal
radio that picks up one or two AM stations
if they’re lucky. Today they’re working on

a wireless microphone.”

The students also work along with
adult volunteers from the National School
and Community Corps (NSCC) who assist
the younger children.

Pokras is looking for other community-
based youth groups and afterschool pro-
grams to participate in the program. For
information on how you can participate
call NTR at 2155646686 or go to
www.ntronline.o




